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Many millions of adults in England need help to improve their literacy, language and numeracy skills. Skills for Life, launched by the Prime Minister in 2001, sets out the   Government’s strategy for meeting these needs. Since the launch of Skills for Life we have gained an even greater insight into the effects of low levels of literacy and numeracy skills on individuals, their families, the economy and society. For example, adults with poor literacy and numeracy skills could earn up to £50,000 less over a lifetime and are more likely to have health problems, live in a disadvantaged area, or be unemployed. They and their children risk being cut off from the advantages of a world increasingly linked through information technology. Additionally, poor literacy, language and  numeracy skills have been estimated to cost this country in excess of £10 billion a year.
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This study investigated the effects of a software- based early reading program on the early reading abilities of first grade students with disabilities or who had potential for reading failure. Balanced reading instruction was the instructional approach because of increasing evidence that effective reading instruction must strike a balance between opportunities to read and write connected text and instruction in word identification (including phonics/decoding instruction). The study included students from inclusive classrooms in six different states and was conducted during the 1998-1999  school year. Students in the experimental group evidenced a wide range of disabilities, but shared a common and identifiable problem with early literacy knowledge and skills. A group of typically developing students served as the criterion group for the study. The results indicated that all the 
Within- subjects main effects were statistically significant for all measures except for two subtests. A perspective on the significant gains of the students in the experimental group and the need for additional research of longer duration is discussed. 
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For the last three years the Iowa Assistive Technology Text Reader Project has examined the impact of the use of text reader software on student achievement in an ongoing attempt to find effective interventions to close the achievement gap between students with disabilities and their non-disabled peers. 
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The present study assessed the compensatory effectiveness of four assistive software tools (speech synthesis, spellchecker, homophone tool, and dictionary) on literacy. Secondary- level students (N = 93) with reading difficulties completed computer-based tests of literacy skills. Training on their respective software followed for those assigned to the Assistive Software and the Microsoft Word Control groups. Posttests revealed an improvement for the Assistive Software group on reading comprehension, homophone error detection, spelling error detection, and word meanings. The Microsoft Word Control group also improved on spelling error detection and word meanings, but performed worse on homophone error detection. A Full Control group showed no significant improvements on any of the measures. Overall, results indicate a significant assistive value of the four software tools (from the software package Read & Write Gold, 2002) across several domains of literacy.
RMC Research Corporation, (2007), Technology and Learning Disabilities Research Brief. Washington State Special Education Technology Center at Central Washington University, Ellenberg, WA. Research Evaluation Brief - Technology for Learning Disabilities
The Technology for Learning Disabilities project was part of the federal Enhancing Education Through Technology program. The project provided technology to 6 teachers to use with their students with learning disabilities in Grades 6 through 12. Project implementation and grant funding were administered through the Washington State Special Education Technology Center at Central Washington University. The primary goal was to improve the writing and math skills and attitudes about school of students with learning disabilities through the use of technology.
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