LAMP:

Language Acquisition through
Motor Planning

INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAM COMPONENTS

LAMP utilizes five key elements as the
foundation for language learning in the child Auditory
with ASD. 2o

“Readiness to Learn” and “Shared Focus”
provide the foundation upon which the skills
leading to “Language Connections™ are built.
When these two skills have been addressed, the
child is able to benefit from further training.
Next, consistent motor patterns are learned, and
these motor patterns result in the device
speaking. The message spoken by the device
provides the child with auditory feedback, and is
then systematically met with natural 4
consequences in the environment. The g o~ -
cumulative result of these components is the e

establishment of Language Connections.
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THERAPY TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES

Evaluation: A comprehensive evaluation and/or profiling of the child should be completed before
starting this intervention. The following information is needed about the child: Motor planning,
muscle tone, and coordination; perceptual motor capacities; visual spatial abilities; and sensory
modulation, including vestibular, tactile, and proprioceptive. It is the role of an occupational
therapist to profile the child’s individual differences based on observation, history, and specific
evaluations.

It is the role of a speech-language clinician to profile the child’s speech, language, and
communication abilities. The following information is needed about the child: past and current
speech abilities; receptive language; expressive language; pragmatic development; and
communication interaction style. A Communication Form/Functions Profile and Play Interests
Inventory should also be completed. See the Support Materials section of this manual for a copy of
these two forms.

" READINESS TO LEARN

Preparation to Learn: Prior to treatment with the AAC device, the child might
need calming or alerting.

Calming activities include

> slow repetitive movements like gentle swinging or rocking;

» proprioceptive activities, particularly resistive “heavy work™ like carrying, pushing,
pulling, lifting, squeezing, climbing, or hanging on;

» deep pressure, like brushing, massage, being wrapped, or being squeezed;
» oral motor activities, like chewing, blowing, or sucking; and

» quiet sounds, voices, or rhythmical music.
Alerting activities include

» quick, erratic, and unexpected movements, like swinging, rolling, bicycling, dancing,
spinning, or bouncing;

» oral motor activities (like eating something sour, crunchy, or bitter); and

» loud noises, voices, or music.

Sensory Levels while Learning: Select activities appropriate for the child’s level of sensory
functioning. The child needs to accept participation in the activity if he/she is expected to use the
AAC device to request or sustain the activity. If it is necessary to force the child to interact and use
the device, the child may be telling you that the activity is not working. Don’t force the child to
participate. Either modify or stop the activity altogether.
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