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Objective

To identify the characteristics of AAC devices
that comprise the current continuum of
available solutions.
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AT and AAC

= Assistive Technology (AT)

+ Any item or piece of equipment, whether acquired
commercially, modified, or customized, that is used
to increase, maintain, or improve functional
capabilities of individuals with disabilities.

(Code of Faderal Regulations [CFR], 34 CFR § 300.5)
» To facilitate: mobility, play, environmental control,
access, communication, participation, etc...
» Romski, et al. {2000)
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AT and AAC

» Augmentative & Alternative
Communication (AAC)

= ASHA describes AAC as an area of clinical practice that
attempts to compensate (either temporarily or permanently)
for the impairment and disability patterns of individuals with

severe expressive ion disorders including speech-
language and writing.
» Should include i s Tull c ation abilities:

g speech & vocalizations, gestures, | signs,
communication boards, and speech output devices, ete...

» Romsii, et al. (2000)
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Federal Legislation

» Technology Related Assistance for Individuals

with Disabilities Act of 1988 (Tech Act, P.L. 100-

407)

Assistive Technology Act of 1998 (P.L.105-394)

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 1990

{P.L. 101-476) and 1997 (P.L. 105-17) and 2004

(P.L. 108-446)

= Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-112) Section
504

= Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990 (P.L. 101-
336)

.

» No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (P.L. 107-110)
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Four Components of AAC

* Symbols

= Aids

¢ Techniques
* Strategies

» ASHA, (1991)







